tumours are radiosensitive, as witness the reduction in size which can be demonstrated radiologically'. This short monograph is of real value in discussing many of the current problems posed by this intriguing disease.
It is self-evident that the two topics discussed here are of fundamental importance in the elucidation of malignant disease. Important advances have recently been made, particularly in the field of cell kinetics, and the present collection of papers is timely.
The major part of the book is devoted to the proliferative activities of neoplastic cells, and many aspects are considered. The behaviour of normal and neoplastic cells in vitro is reviewed and there are useful discussions on the implications of contact inhibition and of malignant transformation in vitro. Detailed accounts are given of tumour cell kinetics, and the need to distinguish the separate proliferating and nonproliferating components of a given cell population is stressed. The therapeutic implications of such a distinction are obvious and are discussed in several papers dealing with cell proliferation in human leukaemias. 'Proliferation' of tumour cells is interpreted liberally in this book and a whole section is devoted to host factors which may contain or suppress tumour growth. These include allogeneic inhibition, the enhancement of anti-tumour defences in the host with immune lymphoid cells, and a discussion of normal organ and tumour homeostasis.
The spread of tumour cells is, by contrast, a smaller and less well-defined field. One obvious reason is that fewer techniques are available and hardly any of them are suitable for clinical cases. But one controversial exception is the study of autotransplants, aptly described here as 'metastases with a pedigree'. The barrier function of lymph nodes is still disputed and the factors determining the gross patterns of metastases have not yet been elucidated.
The symposium provides a valuable account of our current knowledgeand ignoranceof cell proliferation and spread in neoplasia. Provided they are not deterred by the high price, experimentalists and clinicians alike will find it a most absorbing book. Philadelphia, &c.: W B Saunders 1969 All those concerned with the management of patients with chronic pain will welcome the appearance of a monograph dealing with clinical problems. In this book Dr Finneson gives an account of his personal experiences as a neurosurgeon interested in the treatment of pain syndromes.
Introductory chapters describe briefly the physiology of pain and the pharmacology of analgesic drugs, though without reference to some concepts which have originated recently in the United Kingdom. Subsequent chapters consider musculoskeletal pain, headache, facial pain, neck pain and cervicobrachial neuralgia, low back pain, visceral pain, the pain of peripheral vascular disease, autonomic reflex pain, nerve compression syndromes, and the intractable pain of malignant disease.
Diagnosis and treatment are considered in some detail. The author does not scorn simple therapeutic measures and lays due emphasis on psychological aspects. Nerve blocks clearly described range from subarachnoid block to block of cranial and peripheral nerves. Surgical operations considered include such diverse procedures as sympathectomy, section of the transverse carpal ligament, and chordotomy which the author prefers to carry out by the per-cutaneous method.
It is a pity that a list of references is not given, for this would enhance the value to the reader. However, the book is well laid out with clear print, and the nerve blocks and operative procedures are beautifully illustrated in a series of elegant drawings by the author's wife. Anyone concerned in the work of a pain clinic should read this volume. R S ATKINSON Craniofacial Anomalies Pathogenesis and Repair edited by J J Longacre MD PhD pp xii +389 illustrated £8 lOs Philadelphia: J B Lippincott 1968 London: Pitman Medical Thirty-five authors, of whom six are from the British Isles, contribute to this interesting volume. These contributions were made originally in May 1966, at a Symposium in the United States. Some represent orthodox views on the surgery of wellaccepted deformities. Amongst these are articles on clefts of the palate by the late Eric Peet and by J P Reidy; on the employment of dermolipomatous grafts by Noel Thompson; and on the treatment of craniofacial asymmetries and defects by the editor, whose name is practically synony-
